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Northern Rowing Council 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 7.30 pm 
on 11 November 2013 at Durham Amateur Rowing Club 

 
Present 
Michael Laing (Chair), Ian Stonehouse (St Leonards’), Peter Harrison, Wayne Curry (Chester 
le Street), Alan Granlund, Charly Curtis, Phill Tully, Richard Castling, Deborah Newcombe 
(Durham), Nigel van Zwanenburg, Richard Mortimer (Durham Regatta), Camilla Hadland 
(Durham University), Josh Tipper (DCR/Hatfield), Tom Clarke (Butler), Ed Hawkins (University 
College), Tom Hallett (Van Mildert), William Horrocks (Hild Bede), Laurie Edwards (TCBC), J L 
Wilkinson (St Cuthberts’) Pamela Walton (Hexham), Pauline Higgins, Geoff Higgins (Queen 
Elizabeth HS), Chris Kenyon, Greg Beswick, Gillian Latham (Tees), Kate O’Sullivan (Tees 
Regatta), Colin Percy, John Mulholland, Simon Dobson (Tyne), Barbara Millns, Chris Smith 
(Tyne United), James Andrews, Simon Dickie, Andy Crawford (British Rowing), and Martin 
Thompson (Tynemouth). 
 
Apologies for Absence 
John Green, Bob Young, Laura Clack, David Robinson and Alex Shiel. 
 
Minutes of 2012 AGM 
The Minutes were Agreed. 
 
Matters Arising 
None 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Michael Laing said that in terms of numbers the Northern Region was now the second 
largest, and it was the first region to have more female members than male.  Kate Burt, 
the new Chief Executive of British Rowing, had visited Tees, Durham, Tyne and Tyne United, 
and had been impressed with our broad base and our range, from the Sunday League up to 
elite level.  Michael thanked the committee, especially Barbara Millns, and finished by 
stating that the Northern Region had made a difference. 
 
Officers’ Reports 
Regional Representative 
Barbara Millns had circulated a written report.  There were no questions. 
 
British Rowing Area Participation Manager  
James Andrews had circulated a written report.  Tom Clarke of Butler College asked if BR 
workshops could be subsidised as their cost discouraged students.  James replied that the 
NRC had funded 10 places last year.  The workshops were well attended.  They cost £26 
for three hours.  Barbara said that the NRC had a grant fund, which could be used to help 
students if the committee (and Treasurer) were in favour. 
 
Events and Calender 
Events Co-ordinator Colin Percy mentioned the ongoing Competition Review.  There were 
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no questions. 
 
Coaching 
Coaching Commissioner Phill Tully gave a brief update.  There were no questions. 
 
Juniors 
Junior Commissioner Pauline Higgins had circulated a written report.  She raised the 
question ‘Are J13s allowed to compete at the JIRR if they are stronger than J14s?’ which 
elicited the answer ‘The Rules of Racing do not allow J13s to compete at J14 level’. 
 
Safety 
John Mulholland circulated a written report.  He stressed that in collisions neither party is 
innocent, that people should keep a look-out even if they are well over to their side, and 
that not enough people shout warnings.  It was not part of the umpires’ job to teach boat 
maintenance. 
 
Chris Kenyon said that at Tees (and also Durham) people rowing at bow and single scullers 
were encouraged to wear hi-vis clothing. 
 
Concern was expressed at crews attending regattas when they were not ready.  Student 
crews were mentioned, a particular problem being the turnover of coaches. 
 
Treasurer 
Alan Granlund produced an ‘Income and Expenditure to Year End 30 September 2013’ which 
showed a closing balance of £24,393.90, and an annual surplus of £4,773.88.  The surplus 
was down in part to an under spend on the NRC Grant Fund.  In future students could be 
subsidised.  Some of the NRC fleet of sculling boats required replacing.  Chris Kenyon 
queried the need for the NRC to continue supplying singles now that there were so many 
more in the region. 
 
Masters 
Chris Smith gave a brief update.  There were no questions. 
 
Pararowing 
Greg Beswick had circulated a written report.  There were no questions. 
 
Recreational Rowing 
Pamela Walton gave a brief update.  There were no questions. 
 
Long Distance Sculling Series 
The co-ordinator Sarah Smith was not present.  Charly Curtis said that the series had 
expanded to five events this year, and that Berwick wished to be included again at some 
future point.  South Hylton had required external help, as the event had not run for a few 
years.  There was a feeling that too many prizes were awarded, and there were concerns 
over calculating the Victor Ludorum. 
 
Josh Tipper said that the Durham Colleges had little warning of the Durham LDS.  A lot 
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would have entered had they known.  They knew about Tyne and Tees because of the 
associated Small Boat Heads.  Colin replied that some events had been rescheduled at 
short notice due to the cancellation of Berwick, and it was pointed out that events were 
publicised on the North East Rowing web-site.  People should also look at the BR website. 
The capacity of Durham was then raised, and Geoff Higgins said that racing there involved a 
lot of input for one relatively short race.  
 
Michael Laing then summarised the position by stating that the organisers should consider 
prizes/Victor ludorum, advertising and publicity, assistance for smaller clubs running events 
and the racing schedule at Durham.  Thanks were expressed to Sarah, Ian and Charly for 
their input and efforts. 
 
Election of Officers 
At this point Charly Curtis took the Chair. 
 
Regional Chairman 
Michael Laing of St Leonard’s had been appointed for a three year term in 2012, but he 
wished to submit himself to a democratic vote.  He had been nominated by Tynemouth, 
Durham University, St Leonard’s and Durham ARC.  The meeting Agreed unanimously that 
he should remain as Chairman.  Michael then resumed as Chair of the Meeting. 
 
Committee 
 
In each case there had been only one nomination for each post:  
 

Post Nomination (and their club) Nominated by 

Vice Chair Charly Curtis - Durham Durham ARC 

Regional Representative Barbara Millns - Tyne United Tyne United RC 

Hon Treasurer Alan Granlund - Durham Durham ARC 

Hon Secretary Martin Thompson - Tyne United Tyne United RC 

Regional Safety Advisor John Mulholland - Tyne Tyne RC 

Coaching Commissioner Phil Tully - Durham Durham ARC/Tees Reg. 

Junior Commissioner Pauline Higgins - Queen Elizabeth Tyne United/QEHS 

Masters Commissioner Chris Smith - Tyne United Tyne United RC 

Recreational Rowing Pamela Walton - Hexham Tynemouth RC 

Events Co-ordinator Colin Percy - Tyne Tyne RC 

 
 
Accordingly they were all appointed to the Committee. 
 
Greg Beswick of Tees, the incumbent, had been the only nomination for the Pararowing 
post.  He indicated that he wished to step down.  Gillian Latham, a member of the 
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pararowing squad at Tees, was willing to replace him, and the Meeting confirmed that she 
should join the Committee. 
 
There was no need for an election for Regional Representative as Barbara Millns had been 
appointed for a three year term in 2013. 
 
Appointment of Honorary Auditor 
The Meeting approved the re-appointment of Kevin Jackson ACIB (Manager of Lloyds TSB in 
Durham) as Honorary Auditor. 
 
Presentation by British Rowing 
Andy Crawford, British Rowing’s 2020 Vision Steering Group Representative,  then gave an 
informative talk on the ‘2020 Vision’ process.  In particular, he outlined the need for 
changes in the governance of rowing.  Changes were required by Sport England, on whom 
the sport was heavily dependent for funding.  For example, a reduction in the size of the 
Council, and appointment of non-executive directors from outside the sport, were needed.  
The national teams were successful, but lacked sponsors and so were heavily dependent on 
Lottery funding. 
 
Simon Dickie, British Rowing’s Head of Youth and Community, gave an update on the Whole 
Sports Plan 2013 - 2017.  British Rowing membership had increased from 12,000 in 1996 to 
33,000 today.  Participation was very important for Sport England, who contributed £8.2 
million to rowing.  There was a move towards helping more disabled people into the sport.  
The Northern Region was leading the way with initiatives like the Sunday League, and 
establishing coastal rowing with clubs in Gosforth, Blyth, Alnmouth, Amble, Seaham, 
Sunderland and Hartlepool.  Nationally, big efforts were being made to promote rowing in 
Birmingham, Leeds and East London, and on a regional level Sunderland had been identified 
as being an area full of potential for investment in rowing. 
 
The importance of participation numbers was emphasised, and all members should be 
encouraged to respond to surveys on involvement in health and sport. 
 
Long Distance Sculling Series Prizes 
The Prizes for the Victor Ludorum were then presented: 
Seniors 
Wayne Curry received the trophy on behalf of Chester le Street RC.  Camilla Hadland 
collected the runners up trophy on behalf of Durham University 
Juniors 
Alan Granlund received the trophy on behalf of Durham ARC.  Pauline Higgins collected the 
runners-up trophy on behalf of Queen Elizabeth HS. 
Masters 
Chris Kenyon received the trophy on behalf of Tees RC.  John Mulholland collected the 
runners up trophy on behalf of Tyne. 
 
Close of Meeting 
Michael closed the meeting at 9.13 pm after thanking all who had attended. 


